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Recommendations for the project:

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT.com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms.us
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT.com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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From: Ann Downing [adowning@mindspring com] Erom: salmon0102@bellsouth net

Sent:  Friday, September 08, 2006 9:40 AM Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 5:08 PM
] Envi tal © i To: Environmental_Comments

To: virenmental_-omments Subject: Comments on Tupelo Rail Relocation

Subject: Tupelo Railroad Relocation Study comments

MDOT is interested in your cornments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The preliminary alternative you like best and why:
| strongly stuggest that Alternative B be given the highest priority. Alternatives C, D, E, and F all cross
the northwest section of Lee County where significant residential development is in progress. Alternative

B skirts farther fo the west where there is a sparser population.

Issues andfor concerns about the project:
The addition of another railroad in the areas of Alternatives C, D, and F will have serious negative impact

on both the existing residents and continued development-in this area. As a landowner in the area north
of Belden, | am concerned about my investment and the interruption to the current quiet lifestyle we enjoy.

Recommendations for the project:

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS

OF THE PUBLIC MEETING
! was unable to attend the meeting but I sincerely hope you will consider my concerns.

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT.com, or e-mail environmental_comments@mdot state. ms.us

Submitted by

Ann Heard Downing
129 Road 1740
Tupelo, MS 38804

9/8/2006

The alternative I like best, although I did not see it listed at the public meeting, is to
do nothing. The alternative I like second best would be Alternative G (construct a new
switching yard southeast cf downtown Tupelo).

Issues and concerns: I did not find any information at the public meeting indicating the
cost of doing nothing compared to the cost of relocation or reconstruction which will
certainly be in the hundreds of millions of dollars. I am not convinced that there is a
major problem, at least not one that warrants a solution that costs hundreds of millions
of dollars. I am concerned about the relocation of the noise, traffic delays, reduced
property values and grade crossing dangers to a group of people that will ultimately have
no recourse when their property is acquired through the eminent domain process.
Recommendations: This is Tupelo's problem. Implement the least expensive solution within
the city limits of Tupelo.
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT.com, or e-mail environmenial comments@mdot state.ms.us

PROJECT BEING CONSIDERED

Tupelo Railroad Relocation

Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-358-7355
E-mail: environmental_ﬁ_commen?s@mdot‘state.ms‘,us

Pubhc Meetlng

COMMENT SHEET
August 15, 2006

Name ’%QQ,CE/ G/ ?OP-TER——

":www goMDOT com

Telephone L&A ~690-9163 (H)
Address {3\ QO\N&‘} Road \ B30 be)- 84I1- 882 /685’1 (u»
city Vupelo State MS  zip 38804

How did you hear about this meetmg? ‘Are the time and location satis_factc_;’ry?

B/ewspaper | ORado . | | OYes | #fo
O Website = Fiyer [ | 1fno, what time of day and where’?
Srerteiars T

--d.(-kr q,’ﬂ'\ or on Sau\duq.l

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The preliminary alternative you like best and why: 6(02"\ \f"l W 4 I‘MSG.S M(j mpb,
_ad\l’/lbdq alleted b4 ald af The ﬂfaﬁosd.s Lxsyt The SIM ropusad Pt runs
| Sorman | Hen oot F2 plantusuile

:,&’&saL Pt wid not _pain m
T m&.

o madus A Qust

Issues and/or concerns about the project: )ql\qd 77‘6 ’\[‘du/ QDMJ“ m+ AN MRMM
West or st than conth (depending 1) i Yuun Mot
.Lw+ ipact by land pnd pome. T Propose T Yam tromgh

u Da i Jor YR -—ﬁwf‘m AT (N MJ

hllene o dollare o nctlk he o] acks and z

/
Recommendations for the project: 60 Suth dwﬁ df Sherman W W££IJ~S -

Eu‘ﬂ\e land Yoo e ) or Yom o rasty onns A - and
% us e Tre ref

S Lngu] 1 gowmnent bl o v o ﬁ:ﬁm
W ~£V_x¢s . ‘rh__s 7( A ‘No ,bmcner %K dnf} ol &'AStbQJ

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING
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Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT.com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot.state.ms.us
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT.com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot.state.ms.us
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING
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December 13, 2006

Jim Lee

HDR Project Manager

315 E. Robinson St. — Suite 400
Orlando, FL. 32801-1949

Wayne Parrish

MDOT Planning Division
401 N. West Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Bill Jameison, P.E.
MDOT Dist. 1

1909 N. Gloster St.
Tupelo, MS 38804

RE: Railroad Relocation Study
Tupelo, Mississippi

RECEIVED
DEC 1 & 2006
HDR

John Winkle

FRA Project Manager

1120 Mt. Vernon Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20590

Kim Thurman

MDOT Planning Division
401 N. West Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Mayor Ed Neelly
City of Tupelo

P. O. Box 1485
Tupelo, MS 38802

I was unable to attend the first public meetings where the current relocation routes were
presented. Therefore, 1 would like to give each of you my opinions concerning the
proposed routes, and then explain what I feel is the best and only solution, if the railroad
tracks are to ever be moved from the center of Tupelo.

All of the proposed alternatives are expensive. Way too expensive, in my opinion,
especially when zero dollars are available after your 3-year study for this project. There
is a more economical and much easier to build option.

The routes proposed would all require 100% purchase of right of way. Can you imagine
the legal fights that will occur when this process starts? I can, and none of these routes
will ever happen, in my opinion. However, there is government property already owned
and available that could be used for most of this relocation.

The proposed routes require the building of numerous grade separations. However, there
is a route that would require only the adjustment of three existing bridges.



The proposed routes leave many roads without grade separations. This would just cause
more problems down the road. However, there is a route where the train could travel
through Tupelo without any at grade crossings. Allowing the trains to zip quietly through
without slowing down and without the need to blow their horns.

Who at this point can know the outcome of the Environmental Impact Studies that will be
required for these proposed routes? There is a route where these studies have already
been done.

So here for your review, and more important, for the review of the citizens of Tupelo is
the only route that seems to make any sense for the relocation of the railroad. Use the
existing right of way on Highways 78 and 45. If some small amount of additional right
of way is required along these routes, buying a 25 or 50 foot strip along the side of the
existing right of way would be much easier to accomplish, and from looking at this route
that is not going to be necessary for most of the route. That is right, this route has one
huge advantage. Everyone, including you, can just ride along the route now on the
highway and see that it would work. It is possible for the citizens to see the relocation
route before the first dollar is spent. That is not possible with the proposed routes in your
study, which would make it much harder to build public support for them.

I have enclosed a map where my suggested route is marked for your review. But here is
it in words. Leave the Burlington-Northern rail line just north of its underpass at
Highway 78 at Belden and cross old Highway 78 with an at grade crossing. This is the
old highway with light traffic and crossing arms should be installed here. This crossing is
outside the City of Tupelo and the train would be going very fast at this crossing, so the
wait time should be no more than a normal red light traffic signal. Then proceed east
along the north side of new Highway 78 all the way to the Natchez Trace. This land is
flat and straight. Here is where the three bridges would have to be adjusted to allow the
train to go beneath Mt. Vernon Road, Old Town Road and the Natchez Trace. These are
the only three crossings and the bridges are already there. The existing bridges would
just require minor adjustments on their northern ends to allow the train to pass beneath
the bridge.

The Major Thoroughfare Committee of the City of Tupelo in the next five years is
building a new bridge over Highway 78 to carry traffic from Coley Road around to the
Mall at Barnes Crossing area. This new bridge could be built to accommodate the train
passing under it along with Highway 78. I have already spoken to them about this plan.

Then since the ground is high at the Natchez Trace compared to the bottomland for the
rest of the route, the railroad would use a trestle for the remainder of the route crossing
over Highway 78 (Future Interstate 22), North Gloster Street, Highway 45, the tracks of
the Kansas City Southern Railroad, going east through the bottomland and then south
alongside Highway 45 crossing over Main Street and Eason Boulevard to rejoin the
Burlington-Northern main line southeast of Tupelo.



Since you will be using a trestle for this roughly 60% of the route no bridges will have to
be built, not over roads, creeks or other railroads. And the current drainage of this area is
not affected at all. I have enclosed photos of several such trestle systems, which clearly
illustrate that this can be done.

This is the shortest and most direct route. It should be the most economical, if the
estimates are not prepared in a biased manner. There are many places in this country
where railroads travel for much longer distances using trestles. There are many places in
this country where railroads run along the sides of major highways. Highway 72 just 65
north of Tupelo is a great example as the railroad runs along the highway for miles and
slips easily under the Natchez Trace.

And I remind you that 30 years ago, before Highways 78 & 45 were relocated out of the
center of Tupelo plans were made for a huge Intermodel Highway and Railway System to
be built from Jacksonville, Florida, to Kansas City, Missouri, using the very route I am
proposing through Tupelo. Of course, that system was never built because it was just too
grand.

That is the real problem with all the routes currently proposed in your study, they are just
too grand and they will never happen. The obstacles in the way of these routes is just too
great. The Highway 78 & 45 solution has far fewer obstacles in its path to completion.

Tupelo, Mississippi, has a real and pressing problem with the number of trains passing
through our city every day, and it is getting worst every year. We need to do something
about it. Let’s do what is reasonable, much less expensive and that has the least impact
on the environment and the population. I firmly befieve that solution is the route shown
on the enclosed map. The green is railroad built on the ground. The pink is railroad on a
trestle system like the photos enclosed.

Very sincerely yours,

Jim High, Private €itizen

104 North Broadway — Apt. # 3
P. O. Box 467

Tupelo, MS 38802-0467

CC: Dick Hill, President
Tupelo City Council
Tupelo, Mississippi



David Rumbarger, President
Community Deveiopment Foundation
Tupelo, Mississippi

Emily LeCoz. Reporter
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal
Tupelo, Mississippi

Rep. Roger Wicker
United States Congress
Tupelo, Mississippi

Phil Morgan, President
Lee County Board of Supervisors
Tupelo, Mississippi

Former Mayor Larry Otis
City of Tupelo
Tupelo, Mississippi

Greg Pirkle, Chairman
Major Thoroughfare Committee
Tupelo, Mississippi
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RECEIVED.
January 4, 2007 JAN 0 8 2007

HDR

Mr. James W. Lee, PE.

HDR Engineering, Inc.

315 E. Robinson Street — Suite 400
Orlando, FL. 32801-1949

RE: Tupelo, MS Railroad Relocation Study
Dear Mr. Lee:

Thank you for responding to my letter and proposed alternative for the relocation of the
railroad from the middle of Tupelo. Please know that I have lived here all my life and
right near Crosstown (I hope you know about Crosstown), which is Tupelo’s biggest
problem with the trains.

Since you have probably never been to Tupelo, let me explain. Crosstown is where
Tupelo’s only two major north/south and east/west streets meet. The BNSF Railroad
bisects this intersection of Gloster Street and Main Street. And in addition, the switch for
their railroad switchyard is located immediately to the S/E of this intersection on the
railroad’s main track. This means that any switching causes a complete blocking of
Crosstown every time railroad freight cars are switched in Tupelo. This in addition of the
24+ major freight trains that come through Tupelo causes Crosstown to be the most
congested intersection in the State of Mississippi.

Only someone who has lived with and close to these problems for so long could possibly
know much about how to fix them. That, coupled with a long time interest in improving
Tupelo’s railroad problems, is the bases for my suggestion of a simpler route than all
those so far suggested by HDR. Iam glad to know that my suggestions will now be
given serious consideration,

As I believe I stated in my first letter. My suggested route has one huge advantage over
any other suggested route for relocation. You can go drive it right now and actually look
at where the tracks would be placed. Anyone, including all the private citizens of Tupelo,
can see for themselves right now what would be involved and how my proposed
relocation route would actually work. I encourage you to come to Tupelo and ride the
route.



I noticed in your letter the idea that only Professional Engineers have the ability to know
what is possible and all the things that must be considered for the building of railroads.
Obviously there are many technical things that I do not know, but I wilt be glad to have
the problems of my suggested route studied in light of all the facts. However, rejection of
any of the proposed routes, including the one suggested by me, should be made only on
the bases of specific facts and real cost estimates, not some general opinions.

Now let me address remarks made by Chad Luedke’s as quoted in the Daily Journal
newspaper story about my plan on Wednesday, December 13, 2006. First off, he
immediately stated that it was “impractical from an engineering standpoint and would

only create a new set of problems”. I trust now that he and you have had a chance to look
more carefully at what I sent to both of you and to others, that this is still not your

immediate first impression.

Next Mr. Luedke claimed that railroad tracks need to follow different “geometric
criteria” and for this reason railroads could not follow the curves, hills and valleys like
highways do. Please bring Mr. Luedke with you when you come to Tupelo, since he has
probably never been here either. I'll be glad to take both of you on a tour of my route to
show you that there are no hills, curves or valleys on my route, and that smart engineers
should be well able to design a railroad relocation to fit where I have suggested is the
most economical and easiest place to put it.

Mr. Luedke was quoted as saying “to be honest, you’re moving the problem from one
place to another”. Everyone here in Tupelo, and especially those that take the time to go
ride the route and look at it, know that he is in complete error with this statement, which
clearly shows that he is not familiar with anything along the route I have suggested, or
the future commercial and residential development of Tupelo.

I am not trying to be argumentative, just factual. I just want to make sure that what I feel
is the best and most economical route is not dismissed out of hand. And I am going to
continue to work to see that it is not. Surely HDR Engineering wants what is best for
Tupelo, even if that turns out to be a plan not initially suggested by HDR.

My invitation to tour you and others here in Tupelo will remain open. Ihope that you
will avail yourselves of the opportunity. And if I get down to my Marriott Condo at
Mamiott’s Orlando World Center Hotel this summer, I will try to schedule a visit with

you.




RECEIVED

@ P APR G 6 2007
IPY  hor

April 2, 2007

MS 39215-1850

RE: Railroad Relocation Study
Tupelo, Missigsippi

Dear Mr. Bamwell:

Thank you for your letter of March 18" and I most appreciate your phone
call in advance of the letter. I feel we had a positive open and honest
conversation about this Relocation Study and other options that the City of
Tupelo might need to consider in the future.

I am not sure that I completely understand the chart that you included with
your letter. About the major thing I learned from it is that my proposed
route is approximately 11 miles in length. Of that, some 6 miles would be
on the trestle that I propose. I realize that $5,000 per foot seems high for
building a trestle, but in reality that is only $26.5 Million per mile and for
the 6 miles, only $159 Million dollars. This amount added to the cost of the
other 5 miles along the flat land north of Highway 78 would, in my opinion,
make this route far cheaper to build that any of the other proposals.

Something else in your letter needs clarification. You talk about the
problems of adjusting the heights of the bridges and the off/on ramps.
Actually of the three existing bridges that would need adjustment, only the
Natchez Trace Parkway Bridge has any offfon ramps. Changing the height
of a bridge without any off/on ramps while not a simple process, I think you
will admit is really not all that difficult. Yes, the whole Natchez Trace
Parkway Interchange might have to be rebuilt. But building one new
interchange on the entire route is a far cry from the 10 to 20 grade
separations that are proposed in the other routes. And remember those grade
separations put the roads over the railroad on new bridges and interchanges,
not the railroad over the roads as my trestle proposal does without the need
for bridges or interchanges.



Everywhere I go here in Tupelo people tatk to me about the route that I have
proposed and tell me that it makes perfect sense. The public is for this

route, and I don’t believe that any other route can ever win public
acceptance. The right of way battles would be enormous.

Moving this track out of the middle of Tupelo is one of the most important
issues that Tupelo will have to face in the years ahead. Yes, my route might
have a few design problems. But they can be overcome.

Why not do what is possible. What causes the least problems. What fixes
the problem for ever. What will have public support. And what in the end
will also probably be the least expensive.

I look forward to further developments as this Relocation Study moves
forward. And I certainly hope and expect that the High Alternative, as you
call it, can be given the careful study that the other routes receive.

1 have one additional question for you. It was my understand that HDR
Engineering, Inc. was hired by MDOT to do this study. If that is so, why is
MDOT doing what appears to be all the work?

Very sincerely yours,

Jim High
104 N. Broadway # 3
Tupelo, MS 38802

cc: Mr. Bill Jameison. District Engineer, Tupelo
M. Wayne Parrish, Planning Division
M. Jim Lee, HDR Consultants
Representative Roger Wicker
Emily LeCoz, Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal
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ublic Mee lng E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state. ms.us

COMMENT SHEET www.goMDOT.com
July 12, 2007

d

Name Low,se W WhiTe Telephone 462-842 - 1§27

Address  z4y H,-'?Lumj ;P W

City _Tipe Jo State M3 Zip 38804
Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
1 Affected & Resident E/Relocations 0 Noise
[0 Concerned [ Business 0O Wetlands O Safety
[d Cther Lkt Landowner O wildlife 3 Social
OCther____ O Traffic Volume & Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like bestandwhy: M _ Does nol abFect m}; !ﬁay@/pa\:ﬁj .

Issues and/or concerns about the project:

Recommendations for the project:

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental_comments@mdot state ms us
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Tupelo Railroad Relocation

Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355
E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state.ms us

COMMENT SHEET www goMDOT com

July 12, 2007

Name Telephone

Address

City State Zip
Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
0O Affected B Resident O Relocations O Noise
0O Concerned O Business O Wetlands O Safety
0O Other O Landowner 0O wildlife B Social

O Other O Traffic Volume O Economics
O Other

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why:

Issues and/or concerns about the project:

Recommendations for the project:

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments(@mdot state ms.us
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COMMENT SHEET www.goMDOT com
July 12, 2007

Name U u Lt,u Frvks Telephone Sad -l NS
Address <L 7 H wy 178 W |
City Tu {)d State [\ 55 Zip A% (31—!{

Which best describes your primary interest? - What are the major issues?
EAffected B Resident | | A Relocations O Noise
O Concerned [0 Business O Wetlands O Safety
O Other A TLandowner O Wildlife O Social
OOther_______ O Traffic Volume _EEconomics
O Other

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

Thealternativeyou like best and why: /’V\\ S@((!S(ﬂ(xq 1 (t\C(’ 'H/H5 bt’cau&c_,
Lt cloesint affedt my™ i:’rcayrm (bﬁ(dtﬁ&u ore of the éqviv
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Issues and/or concerns about the project:

Recommendations for the project: ‘_!S € i1 ‘\’D ““Hmi uer r)le,f ‘jOf\!f PLL+ ‘I’%L}
C' e ancther 1D .- 7.0 {i—Pﬂvg

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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July 12, 2007
Name . /5/“ EM/‘[ Hoga— Telephone F& 5- 42¢ »
City —Sce ¢, State 7S Zip 3 3P
Which best describes your primary lnterest? What are the major issues?
O Affected Mgl O Resident 0O Relocations ?oise
E+Concerned O Business 0O Wetlands Safety
O Other ErTandowner O Wildlife [2-Social
OOther_.___ 0O Traffic Volume 0O Economics
' 0O Other

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternat!ve you like best and why: JJ& /Z'&'%%/‘Z’ %«.cﬁ% Jéwfu%wu&,
o 2l Ll ﬁM ATRY vl ,Zg,,, S roino cFneil CBazgg s
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Recommendations for the project:

(Pt é/ﬁmf&u?mw,

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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Name__[_2c e\l Hell ar\c Telephone _ (¢ 2 - #-49 —~ OBIN
Address__ i8]l R.coniaalham R\r\gﬁ'
city _ Se\x Wy State MS  Zip 32860

Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?

[g Affected I;I:Resident /12_5& Relocations ,EiaNoise

¥ Concerned O Business O Wetlands K Safety

O Other. [ Landowner E wildlife H Social

OOther— K Traffic Volume )ﬁ.Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

1

The alternative you like best and why: Clltecnat ve M ceduces  gafed Y

1"1617 O\g C\S P @

Issues and/or concerns about the project: _inf, (| devalpe o land © inccoase

Ny 58 !’Doiu-‘a e 5'\'L_)d L€ gh-’bl—u [ ACCeasSe. WS -
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental_comments@mdot state. ms us
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July 12, 2007

Name Cﬂ A Ak, CIZ”J@ZG&, Telephone _ &t &340, 6FH]
Address /2 ©. Fx 7330

. T . o 1
City 7 c—zfu/o State 5 Zip SF50:e 7330

Which best describes your primary interest? . What are the major issues?

O Affected EResident | | B Relocations B Noise

O Concerned O Business : B Wetlands B Safety

O Other O Landowner . A Wildlife O Social

OoOther B Traffic Volume O Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The altematlve you Ilke best and why A[ckerq)é-kfme/ kK — LD M, ;1 X A PR ReAAANL R
"' .. ’ ‘}_-—A: =W, '-' AU f.-.' "E" f.‘A‘l‘ WL Kw( é;i‘s ' F
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Issues and/or concern? about the project: % M &M&ém ; gg ) A Eﬁctb o‘l—d-o—‘QQ., '
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS CN REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT comn, or e-mail environmental _comments(@mdot state ms us
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Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355
E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state ms.us
www goMDOT com
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Which best describes your primary interest?

[ Affected Resident

O Concerned 0 Business

O Other 0 Landowner
1 Other

What are the major issues?

O Relocations O Noise
O Wetlands [ Safety

O Wildlife ocial

O
Traffic Volu E(Economics
g Other. &%Spf(hc 4

MDOT is interested in your commem&abpjt the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you Ilka\best and why:
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Recommendatlons for the project:
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355
PUth Meetlng E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state. ms.us

COMMENT SHEET www goMDOT.com
July 12, 2007

Name 3!;'\ /Jé Telephone glfg - /%gl
Address P . 0/!’ /746 7
City Tr;/ﬂ s state 415 zip TVOT

Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
O Affected O Resident [0 Relocations O Noise
O Concerned 0O Business O Wetlands O Safety
0O Other O Landowner [ Wildlife O Social
OOther_ [ Traffic Volume O Economics
1 Other

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why:

-_..flluﬂ'n‘l' R Eryialoye o]

o

—_— / yd
réf} fEAL f/[t_'i’??_ 'iz./_'"z __/,_)
/ /7 ///

Recommendations for the project: /
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[
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10°DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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COMMENT SHEET | wweovooreon
July 12, 2007
Name /7. BR (Sco& Telephone 462 - 32t~ 1352
Address G384 o p Tows
City T P,EL D State /M S Zip ITEHY-
Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
E/Aﬁacted K-Resident E’@:ations O Noise
B Concerned [ Business O Wetlands O Safety
0 Other___ O Landowner O Wildiife I Social
O Other O Traffic Volume O Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why: R&A1S1606 OfR NOTH/IE—

=
T\
\
)

Issues and/or concerns about the project: EXPENSE TO TAX P s RS
F AFFECTED (AamdoeIAJER <

Recommendations for the project:

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmentai_commenis@mdot statc.ms us



PROJECT BEING CONSIDERED

'Y 4| "4 " & | o i ] i
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ubiic €e Ing E-mail: environmental _comments@mdot state ms us

COMMENT SH EET www goMDOT com
July 12, 2007

Name _ Danie [ olrion (Doss 74 0.  Telephone (e62) FEF Pozo

Address _/g// ,g'/’/ﬂ/?d  Rielse o

City _ S,/ State 5 Zip _s5s5%6
Which best describes your primary interest?_ What are the major issues?
?ﬂected Resident [0 Relocations Iﬂﬁ)ise

Concerned ?usiness O Wetlands O Safety
O Other Landowner O %\tildlife g;gcial
OCther raffic Volume Economics
O Other

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why: /4/5‘5’,—,44 Live wn”  [2F it oF- etsiig Fe
Z*/ff/‘?c/ //v (. BN 2P 74(/# ong ,:7", Loiter —cwr” alleraa f/y/r; itz PP
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Issues and/or concerns about the project: L ack o1£ a/ffmzw}éaﬁ ,ﬂa /n?érM@P%am\
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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July 12, 2007

Name Maﬂéqm"(‘ o <=z Telephone RUEH -Seh &

Address Oj\(_a,‘?%)O\&, euno
City “’Tu.@e,\o State MG zip B SKO M-

Which best describes your primary interest? What.are the major issues? ‘
Affected Lﬂ/Resident 1l:I/Refocr:\tions VEN/

0 Concerned [0 Business 'Wands Safety
O Other O Landowner Wildlife O Social
OOther_ O Traffic Volume O Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why: Na"‘(\e_
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Issues and/or concerns about the project: M ooy e - cae e Goould m,v\:,q,q‘:g\
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%acommendatlons for the project: O (e @Le,m =N R xek,
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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MISSISSIEF| SEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ' Upelo Ra”road Relocatlon

P bl M t Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355
ublic ce Ing E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state ms us

COMMENT SHEET www.goMDOT.com
July 12, 2007

Name £/ /e mr  Sotledse Telephone (42 -§92-2784
7
Address 4/ /3 Tane
City 7{;},0 e /o State .45 Zip _7%8a/
Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
O Affected $FResident - O Relocations PhNoise
B Concerned [ Business ' O Wetlands O Safety
O Other. O Landowner O Wildlife K Social
Oother____ O Traffic Volume O Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why: A7 A SESws e BEST Lol  sea &

APT S, )5 o J O T B povsitiBe L

Issues and/or concerns about the project: 7z fibwier Thpw [l  SEEHS e

Tl s S

Recommendations for the project. _ Z's  f 7 /w557:30E Jr AARE  THE

ERsy” ~doES/7  jeRT /s A S~ THEHE oS S 4 JeT /P
Lo T r oo gt Jab Jo Jre oRTA S BARLES
CRe 6812067

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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Tupelo Railroad Relocation
Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355

MISSISSIPPI DEPARIMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PUb“C Meetmg E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state ms .us

COMMENT SHEET | wwoohooreon

July 12, 2007

Name_</3& (/é’r/c/ Chappoel] Telephone _(ppc2- 044~ 9015

Address ~70/( Sfmim S

City 77//053 /p State /7).5__ Zip J(P/Pﬁ//
Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
E‘}ﬁected esident elocations E’ﬁonse

Concerned O Business 0O Wetlands O Safety
O Other. EI’L/aundowner ﬁndiife Eégcia;
Oother..— O Traffic Volume O Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

Thealternatlveyou like best and why: e Wjﬂ M 23_ 307 CA«JJ,, _

72, Z—@oﬂ‘ &e,rn“@,a Dy Aﬁﬁéo(‘,/ /
 Tp ,Zmue oo o molis ) 2 ,Um zm.,&, /MJJ
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Issues and?"goncerns aboéta(ﬁgmﬂ/ﬁt Ay Q{;_f 4! /hJ ol Eﬂ_é/c,a/u:éf
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Recommendations for the project: r;éy M,( w //a_ﬂ ,a/&ﬁjt' Z%L
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PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms us
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COMMENT SHEET
July 12, 2007
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Name‘_ﬁre,ﬁla/ gﬁ%rm Telephone

'PROJECT BEING CONSIDERED

Tupelo Railroad Relocation

Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355
E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot.state ms us
www goMDOT com

Address__“o | CR_ ) 4’6[ ¥
City Wj}&f@/ NG | State Zip 3?)?0%
Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
0O Affected X Resident [{ Relocations K] Noise
O Concerned O Business 0O Wetlands b Safety
O Other O Landowner O Wildlife KT Social
0O Other. O Traffic Volume bd Economics
O Other

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why:

Eoved J MMW

Issues and/or concerns about the project:

Recommendations for the project:

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental _comments@mdot state ms us
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Tupelo Railroad Relocation

P bl M t Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355
ublic ee lng E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state ms us

COMMENT SHEET winw GOMDOT cor
July 12, 2007

—

Name /= rure Toy s Telephone E¥l-Sosg
Address A 317 fﬂﬂ-t‘/c /MOV) AL /1/
City 7@,44% State 4/ ¢ Zip __zpgos

Which best describes your primary interes_t? - What are the major issues?

I Affected @Resident [0 Relocations - MNoise

2 Concerned {1 Business O Wetlands [+ Safety

3 Other O Landowner 0O wildiife O Social

OOther X Traffic Volume El-Economics
O Other.

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

The alternative you like best and why: }V[ _ /V_Lmn facyy 1he <ow-e ;/f/ﬁ,);. f-o _P—Mat/,
Mot a5 » ;c/A/‘y/r;M af looe OYher o | rernatives

Issues and/or concerns about the project: ’/{ﬁ/ flecan poute wovld n o

nt P dectlop ot aroced Major ThoroephFure read o
gﬂf’ﬂ./! /lr‘aj‘i‘."u?

Recommendations for the project:

PLEASE SUBMIT AT THE MEETING OR MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

Visit us on the web at www.goMDOT com, or e-mail environmental comments@mdot state ms.us



S— =.==!____-_____A____! -+ PROJECT BEING CONSIDERED -~
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i : Environmental Division FAX Number: 601-359-7355
PUbI!C Meet]ng E-mail: environmental_comments@mdot state ms us
COMMENT SHEET www goMDOT com
July 12, 2007

Name c’ﬁm %7 éﬂm Telephone __ § Y /~/30 3

Address /539 @w&{ ﬁw/

City _g/fupyj)p State /15 Zip 58’@3?[

Which best describes your primary interest? What are the major issues?
A Affected & Resident - [ Relocations X Noise
B Concerned [0 Business O Wetlands 0O Safety
[0 Other @& Landowner A Wildlife 1 Saocial
OOther_ ¥ Traffic Volume [0 Economics
O Other

MDOT is interested in your comments about the proposed project. Please indicate:

Thej;{ezatlve you like best and why: ﬁﬁgé_m_gtﬁ g /V\

le e Ot Qompvute NN . Wn Ong.

/)a«uﬂtﬁ Ko To )ﬂtw Jéémj%m ﬁgjnﬂﬂ /hm‘)—ué_,
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Issues and/or concerns about the project: MW A/ (Uﬂ-dﬁ/ &mef@/r
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APPENDIX E

Letter to Representative Roger Wicker
Jim High’s Handouts at the Public Meeting



Thirsday, July 12, 2007

Representative Roger Wicker

U S House of Representatives

2350 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Dear Roger:

I picked up a copy of the letter from Butch Brown with MDOT today before the
Public Meeting to look at the three routes now proposed by MDOT for the
relocation of the BNSF railroad tracks

I'l get to my High Alternative, as MDOT calls it, ina moment, but first let me
comment on the three routes proposed by MDOT

The elevated route through the middle of Tupelo along the present railroad line
would create a "Great Wall of China" through the middle of Tupelo and will
proved to be unacceptable to the general public I use to own property along this
route, so I know how little right of way BNSF has as it passed through Tupelo,
especially in the Crosstown area. Can you image the headaches involved in getting
right of way and actually building this huge two or three mile wall? I is
interesting to note that while they seem to dismiss my trestle design, they are
proposing to put the trains in the air on top of a huge concrete wall. What does this

say?

Their route that would follow Coley Road extended to the Mall (@ Bames Crossing
area will not be good for the development of Tupelo in the future, and that area is
where most new development will occur  And how on earth do they think moving
the trains from the middie of town to the middle of the largest retail shopping area
in North Mississippi is a step in the right direction? It is also interesting to note
that this route does follow pretty much my route along side of U S. Hwy 45 as it
heads south, but I think they plan on building bridges on all the roads over the
tracks. What does this say about MDOT's thinking? They know bridges and little
else, I'm afraid.



Their third option, the most expensive at some 3/4ths of a BILLION doilars, would
run the new route almost completely out of Lee county from Blue Springs south
through Pontotoc County and then cutting back across southern Lee County near
Shannon to reconnect with BNSF near Nettleton. Everyone in Tupelo would love
this route. But by the time we get around to actually building it the cost will be
well over a BILLION dollars. And would we really ever get to the point of
building it? Probably not because not a single landowner all along that long route
would want the train tracks  And how does it look for Tupelo to be moving it's
problem out into Lee County, let alone moving all the way over to the folks in
Pontotoc county

So these thiee plans are all very bad, in my opinion.

Now let me address Mr Brown's comments in his letter of June 29th to you. First

he seems to not understand what I (we) are talking about. He says due to the flood

plan east of the Natchez Trace much of the corridor will need to be clevated Duh?
All of it is elevated on a trestle. That is why it is so casy to build in this area.

He says that my route would head south fiom Main Street to the existing BNSF
toute, but he seems to forget that my trestle would also take the railroad over Eason
Blvd before it begins to come back to ground level beyond Eason Blvd. as the
railroad heads toward Nettleton.

He says that the entire U.S. 45 and 78 interchange would have to be rebuilt What
on earth is he talking about? My route, which I showed to his people on the tour
we took, comes no where near that interchange.

He talks about extreme angles and elevation changes on my route. If he understood
the route he would know that these do not exist

He talks all about different criteria for railroads Vs hi ghways, and seems to try to
thiow in complications with future I-22, which is important to Tupelo and the new
Toyota plant These are all non-issues The only place where the railroad and the
US Highways intersect the railroad is in the air on a trestle going over the highway.
Don't tell me this never happens, I drive under several such bridges every time I go

to Memphis on future 1-22

I can't understand why MDOT and HDR can't see that the Hi gh Alternative is the
only route that puts the railroad issue to bed forever. Because it is along the
existing [J.S. 78 & 45 routes it will never ever be in the way of anything in the
future. And why can't the highways and the rail relocation route at least share some
of the present right of way of these highways. MDOT does not own this property.
The people of Mississippi do, and that is us in Tupelo.



Attached is a detailed map showing the High Alternative and notes on the back to
help anyone understand this relocation route I even use figures that MDOT gave
me to come up with a rough cost estimate.

Please don't let us get pushed in the direction of a plan that will never happen, at
least not in our lifetimes. The problems that Tupelo has right now in 2007 with the
trains are too great to let this happen.

Sincerely,

Assistant Director



Notes for Railroad Relocation Route that follows
U.S. Hwy 78 and U.S. Hwy 45 (See Map)

1. At grade crossing for old Hwy 78. This is at the edge of Tupelo
where the trains are traveling every fast. So the time the train blocks
the road would be short. The crossing should have Crossing Guards
There is also ample room to build a bridge over the railroad, if funds
are available and the traffic count justifies this.

2. Mt. Vernon Road has no on or off ramps to deal with. Only the height
of the bridge needs to be adjusted a little to allow the train to pass
under the bridge on the north side.

3. Old Town Road has no on or off ramps to deal with. Only the height
of the bridge needs to be adjusted a little to allow the train to pass
under the bridge on the north side.

4. Natchez Trace — This entire interchange may need to be 1ebuilt to
accommodate the on and off ramps to the trace and to allow for the
train to pass under the Natchez Trace and onto the trestle that will
carry the train for the rest of its route through Tupelo. A compete
engineering review will determine the best method to handle this
interchange.

5. The railroad is on a trestle at this point and goes over U.S. 78 without
the need for any bridge or changes to U.S. 78.

6. The railroad is on a trestle at this point and goes over Gloster Street
without the need for any bridge or changes to Gloster Street.

7. The railroad is on a trestle at this point and goes over U.S. 45 without
the need for any bridge or changes to U.S. 45.

8. The railroad is on a trestle at this point and goes over the Kansas City
Southern Railroad without the need for any bridge or changes to this
other railroads track.

9 Tl}e railroad is on a trestle at this point and goes over Main Street
without the need for any bridge or changes to Main Street.

10. The railroad is on a trestle at this point and goes over Eason Blvd,
without the need for any bridge or changes to Eason Blvd. .

This route is approximately 11 miles long. Five
miles is on the flat land along the north side of
U.S. Hwy 78. Six miles is on an elevated trestle.

MDOT says that a trestle cost $26,500,000 per
mile to build. This is only $ 159,000,000.
Assuming half that for a railroad on flat land,
those S miles would be $ 66,250,000.

Rebuilding the Natchez Trace Interchange and
adjusting the height of two bridges should not cost
over $25,000,000.

Total estimate for this route - $ 250,250,000

This is the least expensive, the least disruptive,
easiest to build and best route.”



HATCHEE

-
£ H""‘M@m—;’%ﬁw
5L weM OB

% e

njﬁéﬁ%ﬁ;::y* e

L

- Ry
B, PG or é}t& &~
e o o o
| vq”ég fg\d‘ Py 6@\5
~. _;'( {’} e 8

SRS TS
@ e

&2 St
TN Sy facs
f( O,E')”'

“{9'.\&

Ny
f’
%

L ouGH
A:“ .HECU Y
%

%
%
2

it
e
ettt

]

&
\0*{..0 % olre, o
O T e R
SR E®
O




Public Involvement Record Sheet
Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS

Date of Meeting February 5, 2008, 4:45 pm

Location of Ms. Crowley’s home, Tupelo, MS

Meeting

Meeting Style Individual meeting with a citizen who lives on the track
Dura’gon of 30 minutes

meeting

Parties involved MDOT, ABMB, Fitch Williamson and Assoc.

Exhibits Used none

To meet with a local citizen who is directly impacted by the

Original Objective | 4in and evaluate how her day to day living is affected

Accomplishment Met with Ms. Crowley in her home and back yard.

e Trains appear to traverse the area more often on the
weekends

e Horn blowing is more frequent and longer on the
weekends (maybe from the anticipation of more public
activity in the area on weekends?)

e Vibration is bad in the back of the house

e Noise is not so bad in most of the house but is most
negatively felt in the sunroom in the back.

Summary of e Largest noise impact is from the horn blowing

Meeting e The train interrupts phone calls — Ms crowly must stop
phone conversations until the horn stops

e Ms Crowley loves this neighborhood — she is close to
work

e She has lived her since 2005 and has lived in Tupelo for
over 20 years

The purpose of this document is to serve as a record of meetings and Public Involvement held for the Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS.
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e Traffic congestion at the nearby street crossing is an issue
for her — the traffic backs up into her street when a train is
crossing

e Rising insurance rates was a question she had — would
her homeowners insurance go up because of the elevated
track in her neighborhood?

e She also questioned the removal of trees on her property.
She has some old growth oak trees along the back of her
yard that provide a visual buffer from the train. She would
like to see them remain.

e Ms. Crowley was not open to the idea of a walking trail
alongside the track in her neighborhood for safety
reasons. Lighting might also be undesirable in that it
would shine in her windows at night.

The purpose of this document is to serve as a record of meetings and Public Involvement held for the Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS.
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Public Involvement Record Sheet
Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS

Date of Meeting

February 5, 2008, 6:00 pm

Location of
Meeting

Inspirational Community Baptist Church, 405 Clayton Ave,
Tupelo, MS

Meeting Style

Small public meeting for the neighborhood

Duration of
meeting

1 Y% hours

Parties involved

MDOT: Claiborne Barnwell, Kim Thurman; ABMB: Joce
Pritchett, Latonya Graham; Fitch Williamson & Cartwright,
Inc.: Lavelle Fitch

Exhibits Used

Tupelo RR Relocation video, 24x36 poster plots of the rall
bridge renderings and ortho renderings

Original Objective

To meet with citizens of the neighborhood that would be most
affected by Alternative M, the in-town rail bridge alternative

Accomplishment

Met with 9 citizens and the pastor and discussed the
implications of the in-town alternative

Summary of
Meeting

e Church has a recording studio where they record services
and music and they often have horn noise on their tapes.

e Pastor stated that the proximity of the train is the reason
the church has no windows — they were closed in to keep
out the noise

e Train horn can be heard from inside the church as far
away as crosstown

e Audible sounds heard were from the engine, wheels, and
horn

e The BNSF has upgraded their engines and the new
engines are much quieter than they use to be. Most of
the existing noise is from the track and the horn.

e Pastor stated that there is a high turnover in apartments
and rental housing in the area because of the train noise

e Flashing lights and gate alarm are also a nuisance.

The purpose of this document is to serve as a record of meetings and Public Involvement held for the Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS.
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e Much of the noise (other than the horn) seems to be from
the train hitting the intersection.

e Church does not limit children’s activities because of the
train — they play in the front of the property. Train is
actually an attraction or novelty for the children.

e Citizens stated that the train interferes greatly with trips to
work making people late for work and coming back from
lunch. Workers with a 30 minute lunch are greatly
impacted by a train event.

e Citizens generally seemed to be of the consensus that the
M-alternative was very much needed and a great idea

e There didn’'t seem to be much as much concern over the
visual aspects of the elevated structure as there was the
need to alleviate the congestion issues.

e Concern for emergency vehicle mobility was discussed:
ambulance and fire traffic is hampered now

e The whole town shuts down as the train crosses the
intersection of Main and Gloster.

e |tis difficult to hold conversations while standing outside
of the church. The horn is so loud that is prevents one
from hearing. You must wait until it passes.

e There is some concern about safety. People speed after
they hear a train coming. They attempt to cross the tracks
before they are required to wait. There have been a few
accidents.

The purpose of this document is to serve as a record of meetings and Public Involvement held for the Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS.

Page 2 of 2







Jim High
P. 0. Box 467

Tupelo, MS 38802
April 17,2009

(662) 842-1932

Mr. Wayne Parrish
MDOT Plaaning Division
401 N. West Street
Jackson, MS 39201

RE: Tupelo, MS — Railroad Re-Location Study

Dear Mr. Parrish:

I was very disappointed to see that after almost four years the railroad relocation study
has boiled down to only one proposed solution. What happened to all those other lines
on the map that ran all over the county? Frankly to me they looked much like big magic
marker arcs drawn without much regard for the facts on the ground. But according to
reports that [ have read in the paper the single, only, and final solution proposed after the
expenditure of $2,000,000 is for a “Great Wall of China” to be built through the center of
Tupelo to elevate the railroad in its present location.

You must realize that the citizens of this city will never agree with this. And this is
beside the fact that the right-of-way does not now exist to accomplish this elevation of
the tacks and at the same time keep the trains running while the elevated route is built.

All of this leads me to ask how the citizens of Tupelo can get an accounting of where and
how $2,000,000 of our taxpayer money was spent? Who was hired? What were they
suppose to do? Did they do it? How much were they paid? Have they been paid? Is any
of the $2,000,000 still available for further review of our railroad problems?

And [ am not looking for generalizations and categories of expenses showing percentages
spent on various phases or parts of the study. Iam looking for names, details and actual
dollar amounts. Since most of us who live here in Tupelo and deal with these trains daily
feel that this $2,000,000 has been completely wasted, some accounting from MDOT
would be very helpful in our understanding of where we are now and what our next steps
should be, since the problem is still with us, getting worse by the month as both the

railroad traffic and Tupelo’s street traffic grow, and we don’t have a workable permanent
solution in sight.



Will MDOT be able to provide the people of Tupelo with this financial accounting? And
[ have one more question for you. At the meeting held recently with the residents of Mill
Village here in Tupelo, I understand the question of increasing the speed of the trains
through Tupelo was brought up, a suggestion that [ have made on several occasions in the
past. [ was not informed of this meeting and did not attend, but I was told that MDOT
said this was not a viable solution since the speed could not be increased, except from the
current 20 mph to 25 mph due to the BNSF Railroad crossing the tracks of the Kansas
City Southern Railroad in the middle of Tupelo.

Since this is not what I have been told by railroad officials, I got in touch with the Federal
Railroad Administration and posed this question to them. The attached return email
would indicate that information given out by MDOT at the Mill Village meeting was
incorrect. Can you explain this?

There was great hope almost four years ago when the City of Tupelo working with then
Representative Roger Wicker obtained $2,000,000 from the Federal Government (our tax
dollars) for what was to be a final proposed solution to Tupelo’s ever growing problem
with the BNSF Railroad. But I think I speak for almost everyone when I say that we are
back at square ong¢, and really have nothing to show for our $2,000,000. I think we
deserve to know in detail where the money went. And by the copies of this letter shown
below, I hope you know that I do intend to find out. MDOT could speed this process
along by providing a full, detailed accounting of all expenditures down to the last penny.
Surely that kind of bookkeeping report is available at the push of some computer button.

Very sincerely yours,

Ao £

Jim High

CC: Senator Roger Wicker
Senator Thad Cochran
Congressman Travis Childers
Northern District MDOT Commissioner Bill Minor
MDOT Executive Director Butch Brown
City of Tupelo Mayor Ed Neelly
Tupelo City Council President Burdell Jones
Mississippi State Auditor Stacy Pickering
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal

“For over 14 years in Congress, I have supported policies that keep
your taxes low for a simple reason: I believe tax dollars are your money,
not the government’s money.” From Senator Roger Wicker’s Weekly Email Update



Zimbra: jimhigh@comcast.net Page 1 of 1

SmartZone Communications Center Collaboration Suite jimhigh@comcast.net

Response Control #011752 Monday, March 09, 2009 9:48:24 AM

From: Carlo.Patrick@dot.gov
To: jimhigh@comcast.net
Cc: RCorrespondenceStaffi@dot.gov

Mr. High,

The Federal Railroad Administration has no regulations for posting operating speeds at railroad frack
crossings. Speeds are assigned to track crossings by the individual railroad with consideration to the
construction (manganese steel or bolted heat-treated rail), manufacturer's recommendations, and whether
it is located on a heavy or high-speed traffic route. The only speeds the FRA regulates are curve tracks
described in Title 49 CFR Part 213 Subpart C Sec. 212.57 (Curves), and any speed restrictions needed
when a segment of track does not meet the requirements of the Federal Track Safety Standards. If you
have any further questions, please feel free to notify us.

Regards,

Carlo M. Patrick

Chief - Rail integrity

Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Ave. SE - Mail Stop 25
Office 33-301

Washington D.C. 20590

Phone: 202-493-6399

Cell: 202-253-6484

E-mail: carlo.patrick@dot.gov

http://sz0157.wc.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/mail 4/17/2009



Zimbra: jimhigh@comcast.net Page 1 of 1

SmartZone Communications Center Collaboration Suite jimhigh@comcast.net

A Question Friday, March 06, 2009 12:43:45 PM

From: jimhigh@comcast.net
To: rrs.correspondence@fra.dot.gov; rrs.correspondence@fra.dot.gov
Bcc: joe.rutherford@djournal.com

Where two different rail lines cross each other is there any regulation as to the speed the
trains can travel at the crossing point?

[ understand that municipalities can set train speed limits within their city limits, but was
told that the Federal Railroad Administration sets the speed limit at the point where two
separate rail lines cross each other, and that the iimit was 25 mph.

Is this correct?

Where in all your regulations is this posted if, in fact, it is correct.

Thanks for your help.

Jim High

P. O. Box 467

Tupelo, MS 38804

(662) 842-1932

jimhigh@comcast.net

http://sz0157. we.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/mail 4/17/2009



Jim High
P. O. Box 467
Tupelo, Mississippi 38802
May 10, 2009
(662) 842-1932 / cell (662) 401-1932
jimhigh@comcast.net

Mr. Claiborne Barnwell, P.E.
MDOT — Environmental Division
P. O. Box 1850

Jackson, MS 39215-1850

RE: Tupelo Railroad Relocation Study
Dear Mr. Barnwell:

Good to hear from you again, and thank you for your most comprehensive letter about the
steps in the process that have gotten us to the present point over the last four plus years.
However, your letter did not even mention the central point of my concern. Where and
with who has this $2,000,000 been spent? And, has it all been spent? Or do we have a
balance still available in the account?

I 'am pretty sure that I speak for the majority of the people in Tupelo when I repeat what I
said in my first letter. We do not think that we have gotten very much for the expenditure
of $2,000,000, and only by knowing in detail where, with whom, and how the money was
spent will we be able to make a determination about the results that are being presented to
the citizens of Tupelo.

I was given a copy of the minutes of the meeting with the Mill Village residents and after
reading them carefully I am even more confused. They state that the elevation of the
railroad will take place between Church Street and Crosstown. Does the proposed
elevation of the railroad not cover all the intersections in Tupelo from Jackson Street on
the western end to Eason Blvd. on the eastern end? The minutes talk about only 2.8
miles of elevated tracks. This would not seem long enough to solve the grade crossing
problems at all the intersections within Tupelo. Could you clarify this point for me?

Also the proposal to elevate the tracks would mean the relocation of the rail switchyard.
Where will this switchyard be relocated to under your single solution proposal? And
speaking of a single solution, you are careful to always mention the No-Build
Alternative, as if you were proposing two solutions, but isn’t the No-Build Alternative
more propetrly called the Do-Nothing Alternative?

I also do not completely understand the reason that the speed cannot be increased to 40
m.p.h. Certainly somewhere in the country trains go across switches and other tracks at
40 m.p.h. or even faster. I do understand the sharp curve just east of the crossing with the
other railroad, but don’t see what the actual crossing has to do with the curve, which I
feel could be made less sharp. And no one here in Tupelo would care how fast the trains



would go on an elevated track. They would no longer be a problem for traffic regardless
of their speed or lack thereof, if they were elevated over the roads.

I also challenge your assertion that the public overwhelmingly supported the viaduct
alternative. First, 35 people voting in a town of 35,000 residents is not a viable sample,
and second, I attended that meeting and know from personal experience that most of the
attendees were from the county where at the time you were proposing routes all over the
place. They, of course, did not want the trains in their area, and so they voted for the
solution that left them in the middle of Tupelo. Sort of a “not in my backyard” attitude
and vote, in my opinion.

Let me also take this opportunity to say what [ did not say in my other letter. I believe
that my suggested route along the north side of Hwy 78 from Belden to the Natchez
Trace where the railroad would transition to a trestle as it passes over Hwy 78, Gloster
Street, Hwy 45, and the other railroad, then turning south and running still elevated along
side Hwy 45 crossing over Main Street and Eason Blvd. before coming back to ground
level is the BEST POSSIBLE PERMANENT SOLUTION for totally solving Tupelo’s
railroad problem for all time. I’ve been told that MDOT feels that wetland issues and
Indian lands issues would prevent consideration of this route. But since it follows your
two highways for about 90% of this route and is on a trestle in the bottomlands, I find it
hard to understand what the problem really is, except that it might be hard to pick this
solution, which is free, when $2,000,000 of taxpayer money was spent on something that
is not as good.

Sooner or later a full detailed accounting of the expenditures of this study will be made
public. Sooner will be a lot better than later, and I encourage the cooperation of MDOT

in this regard.

Very.\sincerely yours,

T e

Senator Roger Wicker

Senator Thad Cochran

Northern District MDOT Commissioner Bill Minor
MDOT Executive Director Butch Brown

City of Tupelo Mayor Ed Neelly

Tupelo City Council President Burdell Jones
Mississippi State Auditor Stacey Pickering
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal
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